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THE SHEPHERD’s HYMN. 


ips Lord my pafture fhall prepare, 
And feed me witha Shepherd’ S Care 
1 His prefence fhall my wants fupply, 
7 And guard me with a watchful eye : 
4 My noon-day walks he fhall attend, 
And all my midnight hours defend. 


| When in the fultry glebe I faint, 
*) Or on the thirfty mountain pant ; 
| To fertile vales and dewy meads, 
My weary, wand’ring fteps he leads; 
il Where peaceful rivers, foft and flow, if i 
Amid the verdant landfkip flow. 


par 
Though inthe paths of death Itread, [She 
With gloomy horrors over{pread, call 
My ftedfaft heart fhall fear no ill ; par 
For thou, O Lorp, art with me ‘fill tud 


‘Thy friendly crook fhall give me aid, @Mr 
And guide me through the dreadful fhadé jou 


iii Though in a bare and rugged way, I 
| Through devious lonely wilds I ftray, 
Thy bounty fhall my pains beguile, tur 
The barren wiidernefs fhall {mile, 
With fudden greens and herbage crown’. 

ftreams fhall murmur all around. 
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SHEPHERD 
are, 
» Care OF 
SALISBURY-PLAIN. 
1, 


w, | AM willing to hope that my readers 

will not be forry to hear fome farther 

particulars of their old acquaintance rhe 

ic, Shepherd of Silisbury Plain. They wilt 

call to mind’ that at the end of the firft 

part, he was returning home full of grati- 

il; Hitude for the favours he had received from @ 

d, @Mr. Johnfon, whom we left purfuing his & 

had@fjourney, after having promifed to makea 
vifit to the Shepherd’s Cottage. 

Mr. after having “paffed fome 
ay, §time with-his friends, fat out on his re- 
turn to Salifbury, and onthe Saturday 

evening reached a very {mall mile | 
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iii feffions abroad. For it is not fo much by 


Ba Taccei Se 


AS 


or two diftant from the Shepherd’s Vil. 
lage; for he never travelled on a Sunday, 
He went the next morning to the Church 
neareft the houfe, where he had paffed the 
night; and after taking fuch refrefh. 
ment as he could get at that houfe, he 
walked on to find out the Shepherd’s 
cottage. His reafon for vifitine him 
on a Sunday was chiefly, becaufe he 
fuppofed it to be the only day which 
the Shepherd’s employment allowed him 
to pafs at home with his family, and as 


Mr. Johnfon had been ftruck with his 
talk, he thought it would be neither 
unpleafant nor unprofitable to ob. 


lerve how a Man who carried fuch an 
appearance of piety fpent his Sunday ; 
for though he was fo low in the world, 
this. Gentleman was not above entering 
very clofely into his character, of which 
he thought he fhould be able to forma 
better judgment, by feeing whether his 
practice at home, kept pace with his pro- 


obferving how people talk, as how they 
live, that we ought to judge of their cha- 
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gihe Shepherd (who looked fo refpeCtable 


| After «a pleafant walk Mr. John- 
Bfon got within fight of the cottage, 
to which he was directed by the clump 
of hawthorns and the broken chim- 
wifhed to take the family 
by furprife; and walking gently up 
to the houfe he ftood awhile to liften. 
The door being half open, he faw 


in his Sunday Coat that he fhould hardly 
have known him) his Wife, and their 
numerous young faraily, draw round 
their little table, which was covered 
with aclean though very coarfe cloth. 
There ftood on it a large difh of potatoes, 
a brown pitcher, and a piece of coarle 


loaf. The wife and children ftood in t 


filent attention, while the Shepherd, with 
uplifted hands and eyes, devoutly. . eg- 
ced the blefling of heaven on _ their 
homely fare. Mr. Johnfon could not 
help fighing to reflect, that he had fome- 
times feen better dinners eaten with lefs 
appearance of thankfulnefs. 
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potatoes, and do but look our dith is 


thankful. On the other hand, whenever 


with thofe who are wifer and better, and 


The Shepherd and his wife then fal 
down with great feeming cheerfulnef 
but the children ftood; and while th 
mother was helping them, little freth. 
coloured «Molly who had picked the 
wool from the bufhes with fo much de. 
light, cried out, ‘“ Father, I with | 
was big enough to fay grace, I am 
fure I fhould fay it very heartily to. 
day, for I was thinking what mutt poor 
people do who have no falt to their 


quite full.”’—* This is the true way of 
thinking, Molly,’’ faid the Father, “ in 
whatever concerns bodily wants, and, 
bodily comforts, it is our duty to com- 
pare our own lot with the lot of thole 
who are'worfe off, and this will keep us 


we are tempted to fet up our own wifdom 
or goodnefs, we muft compare ourfelves 


that will keep us humble.” Molly was 
now fo hungry, and found the potatoes 
fo good, that fhe had no time to make 
any more remarks; but was devour: 
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ng her dinner very heartily; when 
he barking of the great dog drew her 
attention from her trencher to the door, 
find fpying the ftranger, fhe cried out, 
‘Look father, fee here, if yonder is 
not the good Gentleman !”? Mr. John- 


fon finding himfelf difcovered, imme- 


diately walked in, and was heartily & 
welcomed by the. honeft Shepherd, who 
told his wife that this was the Gentle- §& 
man to whom they were fo much 
obliged. | 


The good woman began, as fome 


very neat people are rather too apt to 
do, with making many apologies that § 
her houfe was not cleaner, and that | 
things were not in fitter order to re- 
ceive fuch a Gentleman. Mr. John- 
fon however, on looking round, could § 
difcover nothing but the moft perfec | 
neatnefs. The trenchers on which # 


they were eating were almoft as white @ 


as their linen; and notwithftanding 


the number and fmallnefs of the chil- ia” 


dren, there was not the leaft appearance # 
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of dirt or litter. The furnature wa 
very fimpie and pccr, hardly indeed 
amounting to bare neceflaries. It con. 
lifted of four brown wooden chairs 
which, by confltant rubbing, were be. 
came as bright as a looking glafs; 
an iron pot and kettle; a poor old 
grate which fcarcely held a_ handful 
ef coals, and out of which the little 
fire that had been in it appeared to 
have been taken, as foon as it had 
aniwered the endfor which it had been 
lighted, that of boiling their potatoes. 
Over the chimney ftood an old fath- 
ioned broad bright candleftick, and a 
{till brighter fpit; it was pretty clear 
that this lait was kept rather for orna- 
ment, than ufe, n old carved elbow 
chair, and a cheft of the fame date 
which ftood in the corner, were cont 


dered as the moft valuable part of thef 


Shepherd’s goods, having been in his 
family for three generations. But all 
thefe were lightly efteemed by hin, 
in comparifon of another poffeffion, 
which added to the above mage up the 
whole cf what he had inherited from 
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Bihis was a large old Bible, which lay 


his father; and which laft he would 
not have parted with, if no other could 
have been had,. for a king’s ranfom: 


fon the window feat, neatly covered 
with brown cloth, varioufly patched. 
This facred book was moft reverendly 
preferved from dog’s ears, dirt, and 
every other injury but fuch as time 
and much ufe had made it fuffer in {pite 
of care. On the clean white walls were 
pafted a hymn on the Crucifixion of our @ 
Saviour, a print of the Prodigal Son, the @ 
Shepherd’s Hymn, and a New History | 
of a True Book. ; 


After the firft falutations were over, | 
Mr. Johnfon faid, that if they would = 
go on quietly with their dinner he k 
would fit down. Though a good deal @ 
afhamed, they thought it more refpect.. 4 
ful to obey the Gentleman, who hav- @ 
ing caft his eye on their flender pro- | 
vifions, gently rebuked the Shepherd i 
for not having indulged himfelf, as it Rm 
was Sunday, ‘with a morfel of Bacon jj 
to relifh his Potatoes. | 


The Shepherd 4 
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faid nothing, but poor Mary coloured fil 
and hung down her head, faying, “ in. 
deed, Sir, itis not my fault, T did be 
my hufband to allow himfelf abit of 
meat to-day out of your honour’ 
bounty; but he was too good to d 
it, and it is all for my fake.” The 
Shepherd feemed unwilling to come to 
an explanation, but Mr. Johnfon de. 
fired Mary to go on. So fhe conti. 
nued, “* you muit know, Sir, that both 
of us next to a fin, dread a debt, andj 
indeed in fome cafes a debt is a fin: 
but with all our care and pains we have 
never been able quite to pay off the 
Doé€tor’s bill, for that bad fit of the 
Rheumatiim which I had lat winter, 
Now when you were pleafed to give 
my hufband that kind prefent the other 
day, I heartily defired him to buy 3 
bit of meat for Sunday, as I faid be. 
fore, that he might have a little refreth. 
ment for himfe]f out of your kindnels. 
But anfwered he, Mary it is never out 
of my mind longs together that we fill 
owe a few fthillings to the Doctor, 
(and thank God it is all we di 
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Bowe in this world.) 
this money directly 


Now if I carry him @ 
it will not only @ 
hew him our honefty and our good & 


will, but it will be an encouragement § 


to him to come to you another time @ 
in cafe you fhould be taken once more @ 


fin fuch a bad fit; for I muft own, add- 
el my poor hufband, that the thought 
of your being fo terribly ill without any 
fhelp is the only misfortune that I want 
courage to face.” 


Here the grateful woman’s tears ran 
down fo faf{ that fhe could not go on. 
She wiped them with the corner of her 
apron, and humbly begged pardon for 
making fo free. “ Indeed, Sir,” faid 
the Shepherd, “ though my wife is 
full as unwilliry to be in debt as my- 
felf, yet I could hardly prevail on her 
to confent to my paying this money 
juft then, becaufe fhe faid it was hard 
I fhould not have a tafte of the Gen- 
tleman’s bounty myfelf. But for once, @ 
Sir, I would have my own way. For 
you muft know, as I pafs beft part of @ 
my time alone, tending my fheep, ’tis # 
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agreat point with me, Sir, to get com: 
fortable matter for my own thoughts; 
fo that ’tis rather lelf intereit in me to 
allow myfelf in no pleafures and no 
practices that won’t bear thinking on 
over and over. For when one isa good 
deal alone you know, Sir, all one’s bad 
deeds do fo rufh in upon one, as I may 
fay, and fo torment one, that there is 
no true comfort to be had but in keep- 
ing clear of wrong doings, and faife 
pleafures; and that I fuppofe may be 
one reafon why fo many folks hate to 
fiay a bit by themfelves.—But as I was 
faying—when I came to think the mat- 
ter overon the hill yonder, faid I to 
myfelf, a good dinner is a good thing 
I grant, and yet it will be but cold com. 
fort to me a week after to be able to 
fay—to be fure I had a nice fhoulder of 
mutton laft Sunday for dinner, thanks 
to the good Gentleman, but then I am 
in debt— I had a rare dinner, that’s cer- 
tain, but the pleafure of that has long 
been over, and the debt ftill remains. 
I have fpent the crown, and now if my 
poor wife fhould be taken in one of 
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thofe fits again, die fhe muft, unlefs 
God work a maricle to prevent it, for 
I can get no help for her. ‘This thought 
fettled all; and I fet off dire&tly and 


; Be paid the crown to the Do&or with as 
4 much cheerfulnefs as I fhould have 


felt on fitting down to the fatteft fhoul- 
der of mutton that ever was roafted. 
And if I was contented at the time, 
think how much more happy I have 
been at the remembrance! O Sir, there 
are no pleafures worth the name but 
fuch as bring no plague or pesnars af. 
ter them. 


Fs 


Mr. Johnfon was fatisfied with the . 


hing Shepherd’s reafons; and agreed, that ' 
Fingl though a good dinner was not to be | 
” ie defpifed, yet it was not worthy to be i 
welng compared with a contented Mind, whieh { 
ank (as the Bible truly fays) zs a 
Lam feast.’ “ But come.” faid the good Gen: 
“C'f tleman, ‘ what have we got in this brown. 
long mug?’ { As good water,” faid the it 
a Shepherd, “as any in the king? s domini- | 
ons. [have heard of countries beyond 


fea in which there is no wholefome # 
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Bi, water; nay, I have been myfelf in a 
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great town not far off where they are 
obliged to buy all the water they get, 
while a good Providence fends to my 
very door a {pring as clear and fine 
as Jacob’s well. When I am tempt. 
ed to repine that I have often no other 
drink, I call to mind, that it was no- 


. thing better than a cup of cold water 


which the woman of Samaria drew for 
the greateft gueft that ever vifited this 
world.” 

“ Very well,” replied Mr. Johnfon; 
“ put as your honefty has made you 


prefer a poor meal to being in debt, 


I will at leaft fend and get fomething 
for you to drink. I faw a little public- 
houfe juft by the church, as I came 
along. Let that little rofy-faced fellow 
fetch a mug of beer.” 


D0 faying he locked full at the 


Mii Boy who did not offer to ftir; but 
Bi) caft an eye at his father to know 
ii; what he was to do. “ Sir,” faid the 


Shepherd, “ I hope we fhall not ap- 


1 pear ungrateful, if we feem to re- 
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I am fure, fly to ferve you on any o- 
ther occafion. But, good Sir, it is 
Sunday, and fhould any of my fami- 
ly be feen at a public-houfe on a Sab- 


my life. I am_ often taiking againtt 


fay one thing and do another, you cant 
think what an advantage it would give 
many of my neighbours over me, who 
would be glad enough to report that 
they caught the Shepherd’s Son at 
the Ale-houfe, without explaining how 
it happened. Chriftians, you know, 
Sir, muft be doubly watchful, or they 
will not only bring difgrace on them- 
felyes, but what is much worfe,. on 
that holy name by which they are 
called.” 


my honeft friend?” faid Mr. Johnfon. 

“ [ humbly afk your pardon, Sir,” 

replied the Shepherd, “ if I think 

that is penis. In my poor notion 
| B 8 


fufe your favour; my little boy would, @ 


thefe doings to others, and if I fhould @ 


“ Are you not a little too cautious, # 


bath-day, it would be a much greater ‘a 
vrief to me than to drink water all @ 
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1 I no more underftand how a man can 
‘iii be too cautious, than how he can be 


( 


too ftrong, or too healthy. 


| © You are right indeed,’ faid Mr. 
Johnfon, “ as a general principle, but 


Then, Sir,” refumed the Shepherd, 


this ftruck me asa very fmall thing.” 
“ Sir,” faid the Shepherd, “ I am afraid 
you will think me very bold, but you 
encourage me to fpeak out.’—“ ’Tis 
what I with,” faid the Gentleman.— 


mn I doubt, if where there is a temptati. 
onto do wrong any thing can be cal- 
led fmall; that is, in fhort, if there 
is any fuch thing as a {mall wilful 
fin. A poor man like me is feldom 
| called out to do great things, _ fo that 
it is mot by a few great deed§ “his 
i character can be judged by his neigh- 
|. bours, but by the little round of dai- 
| cuftoms he allows himfelf 
While they were thus talking, the 
children. who had ftood very quietly 
behind,. and had not ftirred a foot, 
now hegan to {camper about all at 
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‘lived at a great diftance might plead i 
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once, and in a moment ran to the 
window-feat. to pick up their little 
old hats. Mr, Johnfon looked furpri- 


fed at this difturbance; the Shepherd 
afked his pardon, telling him it was 
the found of the Church Bell which 
had been the caufe of their rudenefs; @ 
for their Mother had brought them @ 
up with fuch fear of being too late #i™ 
for Church, that it was but who @ 
could catch the firft ftroke of the @ 
bell, and be firft ready. He had al- 7 
ways taught them to think that no- | 
thing was POTS indecent than to get | 
into Church aiter it was begun; for (am 
as the fervice opened with an exhorta- | 
tion to repentance, and aconfeffion of 
fin, it. looked very prefumptuous not jm 
to be ready to join in it; it leoked 
as if people did not feel themfelve+ q 
to Be ga And though fuch as @ 


difference of clocks as an excuie, yet #M 
thofe who lived within the found of the #a 
bell, could pretend neither ignorance iM 
nor miftake. 
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Mary and her children fet forward. 
Mr. Johnfon and the Shepherd follow. 
ed, taking care to talk the whole way 
on fuch fubjects as might fit them for 
the folemn duties of the place to which 
they were going. “ I have often been 
forry to obferve,” faid Mr. Johnfon, 
“ that many who are reckoned de- 
cent, good kind of people, and who 
would on no account neglect going 
to church, yet feem to care but little 
in what frame or temper of mind they 
go thither. ‘They will talk of -their 
worldly concerns till they get within 
the door, and then take them up again 
the very minute the fermon is over, 
which makes me ready to fear they 
lay too much’ ftrefs on the mere form 
of going to a place of worfhip. Now, 
for my part, I always find that it re- 
quires a little time to bring my mind 
iato a ftate fit to do any common bufi- 
nefs well, much more this great and 
moft neceflary bufinefs of all. « Yes, 
Sir,’ faid the Shepherd, “and then 
t think too how bufy I fhould be in 
preparing my mind, if Lawas going 
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into the prefence of a great gentleman, 
ora Lord, or the king; and fhall the 
King of Kings be treated with lefs 
refpect ? Befides, one likes to fee peo- 
ple feel as if going to Church was a 
thing of choice and pleafure, as well | 
as a duty, and that they were as de- | 
firous not to be the laft there, as they 
would be if they were a going to a fealt @ 
or a fair.” 
After fervice, Mr. Jenkins the Cler- 


= 
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gyman, who was well acquainted with 


the charafter of Mr. Johnion, and had @ 
a great refpect for him, accofted him 
with much civility ; exprefling his con- 4 


cern that he could not enjoy juft now 4} 
fo much of his converfation as he @ 
wifhed, as he was obliged to vifit a tick @ 
perfon at adiitance, but hoped to have 
a little talk with him before he left the j@ 
Village. As they walked along toge- @ 
ther, Mr. Johnfon made fuch inquiries @ 
about the Shepherd, as ferved to con- § 
firm him in the high opinion he enter- i 
tained of his piety, good fenfe, indul- @ 
ays and felf-denial. They parted, the # 
Clerryyman, promifing to call in at the | 
Cottage in his way home. 
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The Shepherd, who took it for grant. 
ed that Mr. Johnfon was-gome to the§{tha 
Parfonage, walked home with his wife the 
and children, and was beginning in his§ co 
ufual way to catechife and inftruét no 
family, when Mr. johnfon came in,jM 
and infifted that the Shepherd fhould§ Sh 
go on with his inftruGtions, juft as iff hi 
he were not there. This Gentleman who 
was very defirous of being, ufeful to 
his own Servants and workmen in the § w! 
way of religious inftruction, was fome- f§ ve 
times forry to find that though he took § de 
a good deal of pains, they did not § cc 
now and then quite underftand him, for § th 
though his meaning was very good, the ff fa 
language was not always very plain; j re 
and though the things he faid were not § 5! 
hard to be underftood, yet the words in 
were, efpecially tofuch as were very ig-§ P! 
norant. And he now began to find out, § tl 
that if people were ever fo wife and good, § ft 
yet if they had not a ftmple, agreeable, J A 
and familiar way of exprefling themfelves, J ft 
fome of their plain hearers would not be J Ww 
much the better for them. For this rea-} fe 
fon he was not above liftening to the plain, is 


humble way in which this honeft man 


a! 
i 
i 
H 
Bi 
i! 
} 


taught his family, for though he knew 
that he himfelf had many advantages over 
the Shepherd, had more learning, and 
could a him many things, yet he was 
not too proud to learn even of fo poor a 
Man, in any point where he thought the 
Shepherd might have the advantage of 


as if him, 

who 

1 to This Gentleman was much pleafed 
1 the J with the knowledge and piety he difco- 


vered in the anfwers of the children; and 
defired the Shepherd to tell him how he 


not J contrived to keep up a fenfe of divine 
for § things in his own mind and in that of his 
the J family with fo little leifure and fo little 
ain; J reading. “ O as to that, Sir,” faid the 
not § Shepherd, “ we do not read much except 
ords{ in one book to be fure; but by hearty 
‘ig. prayer for God’s blefling on the ufe of 
out, § that book, what little knowledge is need- 
ood, § ful feems to come of courfe, as it were. 
ble, ¥ And my chief ftudy has been to bring the 
ves, § fruits of the Sunday reading into the 
t be J week’s bufinefs, and to keep up the fame 
rea- | fenfe of God inthe heart, when the Bible 
ain, J 1s in the cupboard as when it is in the 
nan hand. In fhort, to apply what I read 
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herd, “ [have but a poor gift at convey. 


fet up with; and it is this which makes 


in the book, to what I meet with in 
the Field.”’ 


“ T don’t quite underftand you,’’ faid 
Mr. Johnfon. ‘“ Sir,” replied the Shep. 


ing thefe things to others, though I have 
much comfort from them in my own mind; 
but I am fure that the moft ignorant and 
hard working people, who are in earnef 
about their falvation, may help to keep 
up devout thoughts and good affeCtions 
during the week, though they have hard- 
ly any time to look at « book.—And it 
will help them to keep out bad thoughts 
too, which is nofmall matter. But then 
they muft know the Bible; they, mutt 
have. read the word of God; tHat isa 
kind of ftock in trade for a Chriftian to 


me fo diligent in teaching it to my chil- 
dren; and even in {ftoring their memo- 
ries with Pfalms and Chapters. This is 
a great help to a poor hard-working Man, 
who will hardly meet with any thing but 
what he may turn to fome good account. 
If one lives in the fear and the love of 
Gop, almoft every thing one fees abroad 
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will teach one to adore his power and 
oodnefs, and bring to mind fome texts 
of Scripture, which fhall fill the heart 
with thankfulnefs, and the mouth with 
praife. When I look upwards the Hea- 
vens declare the glory of God; and fhall 
I be filent and ungrateful ? if [look round 
and fee the Vallies ftanding thick with 
Corn, how canI help blefling that Power, 
who giveih me all things richly to enjoy ? 
J may learn gratitude from the beaitts of 
the Field, for the Ox kroweth bis Owner, 
and the Ass bis Master’s Crib, and thall 
aChriftian not confider, what great things 
Gon has done for him ? J, who am a Shep- 
herd, endeavour to fill my foul with @ 
conitagt remembrance of that good Shep- 
herd, who feedeth ..1e in green pastures, 
and maketh me to lie down beside the still 
waters, and whose rod and staff comfort 
| 
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You are happy,” faid- Mr. John- 
fon, “ in this retired life by which you 
efcape the corruptions of the world.” 
“ Sir,” faid the Shepherd, “ I donot e- 
{cape the corruptions of my own evil na- 
ture. Even there on that wild folitary 
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dilcourfe, Mr. Jenkins, the Clergyman 


hill, I can find out that my heart is proné 
to evil thoughts. I fuppofe, Sir, that 
different flates have different temptations. 
You great folks that live in the world, 
perhaps are expofed to fome, of which 
fuch a poor man as I am, know nothing. 
But to one who leads a lonely life like 
me, evil thoughts are a chief befetting 
Sin; and I can no more withftand thetle 
without the grace of God, than a rich 
Gentleman can withftand the {nares of 
evil company, without the fame grace. 
And I feel that I ftand in need of God’s 
help continually, and if he fhould give 


me up to my own evil heart I fhould be 
loft.” 


Mr. Johnfon approved of the Shep. 
herd’s fincerity, for he had always ob- 
ferved that where there was no humi- 
lity, and no watchfulnefs againft Sin, 
there was no religion, and he faid that 
the Man who did not feel himfelf to be a 
finner in his opinion, could not be a 
chriftian. 


Juft as they were in this part of their 
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eame in. After the ufual falutations, 
he faid, “ Well Shepherd, I with you 
Boy 3 I know you will be forry to gain a- 
ny advantage by the death of a neighbour ; 
but old Wilfon my Clerk, was fo infirm, 


hick and I truft fo well prepared, that there 
1iNg- is no reafon to be forry for his death. I 
like have been to pray by him, but he died 
ting# while I ftaid. I have alwavs intended 
an you fhould fucceed to his place; ’tis no 


great matter, butevery little isfomething.” 


“ No great matter, Sir,” ‘ cried 
the Shepherd, “ indeed it is a great 
thing to me; it will more than pay my 
rent. Blefled be Gon for all his good- 
nefs. Mary faid nothing, but lifted. up 
her eyes full of tears in filent gratitude. 


4 “ Tam glad of this little circumftance,” 

Oo” faid Mr. Jenkins, “ not only for your 

_ fake, but for the fake of the office itfelf. 

I fo heartily reverence every religious in- | 

Ritution, that I would never have even 

- 7 the Amen added to the excellent prayers 7 
of our Church, by vain cr profane lips, 
and if it depended on me, there fhould be 
no fuch thing in the land as anidle, drun- @ 
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‘ken, orirreligious Parifh Clerk. Sorry 3 
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I am to fay, that this matter is not always 
fulliciently attended to, and that I know 
fome of a very indifierent character.” 
Mr. Johnfon now inquired of the Cler. 
f gy man whether there were many children 


expect,” replied he,.“* from the feeming 


that in the converfation I had with 


in the Parifh. “ More than you would y 


_ fmallnefs of it, but there are fome little 
Hamlets which you do not fee.” “ ] 
think,” returned Mr. Johnfon, “ [I recol. 


i the Shepherd on the hill yonder, he told 


Hi, having two or three Churches to ferve, 


me you had no Sunday School.” “ I am 
forry to fay we have none,” faid the Mi. 
nifter; “I do what I can to remedy this 
misfortune by public catechifing ; but 


I cannot give fo much time a3 I with to 


private initruction; and having a large 
family of my own, and no afiftance from 
others, Ihave never been able to eftablith 
a School.” 


“There is an excellent inflitution in 
London,” faid Mr. Joaonfon, “ called the 
Sunday-School Society, which kindly 
gives books and other helps, on the ap- 
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plication of fuch pious Minifters as ftand. 
in need of their aid, and which I am fure 
vould have aflilted you, but I think we 
hall be able to do fomething ourfelves.— 
Shepherd,” continued he, “if I was a 
King, and had it in my power to make 
you arich and great Man, with a word 
peaking, I would not do it. Thofe who 
are railed by fome fudden ftroke, much 
above the {tation in which divine Provi- 
dence had placed them, feldom turn out 
very good, or very happy. Ihave never 
had any great things in my power, but 
as far as I have been able, Ihave been al- 
ways glad to afliit the worthy. I have 
however never attempted or defired to fet 
any poor Man much above his natural con- 
dition, but it is a pleafure to me to lend 
him fuch afiiftance as may make that con- 
dition more eafy to himfelf, and to put 
him in a way which fhall call him to the 
performance of more duties than perhaps 
he could have performed without my help, 
and of performing them in a better man- 
ner.—What Rent do you pay for this 
Cottage 


“ Fifty Shilliags a Year, Sir.” 
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“ Tt isin a fad tattered condition, i 
there not a better to be had in the Vil 
lage 


« ‘That in which the poor Clerk lived,’ 
faid the Clergyman, “ is not only mor¢ 
tightand whole, but has two decent cham 
bers, and a very large light kitchen.’ 
—‘ That will be very convenient,” re 


© pled Mr. Johnfon, “ pray what is the 


rent?” “ J think,” faid the Shepherd 
** poor neighbour Wilfon gave fomewhat 
about four pounds a year, or it might be 
cuineas.’’—* Very well,” faid Mr. John 
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fon, “ and what will the Clerk’s place bach 


worth, think you??? “ About three 
pounds,” was the anfwer. 


houfe immediately ; for as the poor Ma 
is dead, there will be no need of waiting 
till quarter day, if 1 make up the differ 
ence.” ‘True, Sir,” faid“Mr. Jenkins 
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“ Now,” continued Mr. Johnion, * myth d: 


plan is, that the Shepherd fhould take thathy | 
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and Iam fure my Wife’s Father, whonfhou 
: expect to-morrow, will willingly afhft dhen 


little towards buying fome of the Clerk’ 


cid goods. And the fooner they removghar 
Dro 
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> Vilfhe better, for poor Mary caught that 

ad rheumatifm by fleeping under a leaky 
hatch.?’ ‘he Shepherd was too much 
ved,$noved to fpeak, and Mary could hardly 
mor@ob out, “ Oh! Sir, you are too good, 
hhamdindeed this houfe will do very well.” 
hen.’ It may do very well for you and your 
refehildren Mary,” faid Mr. Johnfon, grave- 
S thdly, “ but it will not do for a School; the 
herd&itchen is neither large nor light enough. 
-whatShepherd,’? continued he, “ with your 
Minifter’s leave, and kind affiftance, 
Johndf propofe to fet up in this parifh a Sunday 
ce ba&chool, and to make you the Mafter. It 
thre@ivill not at all interfere with your weekly 


alling; and it is the only lawful way in . 


vhich you could turn the Sabbath into 
““ myfh day of fome little profit to your family, 
e thafby doing, as I hope, a great deal of good 
Matto the Souls of others. The reft of the 
uitingiveek you will work as ufual. The dif- 
liflerference of rent between this houfe and 
1kinsfhe Clerk’s I fhall pay myfelf, for to put 
vhonfvou into a better houfe at your own ex- 
uff dence would be no great at of kindneis. 
lerk’$—As for honeft Mary, who is not fit for 
movéhard labour, or any out-of door work, I 

propofe to endow a fmal! weekly fchool, 


of which fhe fhall be the Miftrefs, and em- 
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ploy her notable turn to good account, byfiGo1 
teaching ten or a dozen girls to knit, fewfing 
{pin, card, or any other ufeful way off 1 
getting their bread; for all this I fhallfpy 
only pay her the ufual price, for I am notfyhe 
going to make you rich but ufeful.’’, er 
“ Not rich, Sir?” cried the Shepherd§pex 
How can ever be thankful enough fomftin, 
fuch bleflings? And will my poor Maryfof | 
have a dry thatch over her head? andfjen 
fhall I be able to fend for the Doctor whenfitle; 
I am like to lofe her? Indeed my cupfpla 
runs over with bleflings, I hope God wil 
give me humility.”” Here he and Mar 
looked at each other and burft into tears 
The Gentlemen faw their diftrefs, and 
kindly walked out upon the little green 
before the door, that thefe honetft peopld@ne, 
might give vent to tieir feelings. As jou 
foon as they were alone they crept int@{ho 
one corner of the room, where theyfho 
thought they could not be feen, and felffco, 
on their knees, devoutly biefling 
praifing Gop for his mercies. Never wer fhe 
heartier prayers prefented, than this grate 
ful couple offered up for their benefac 
tors. The warmth of their gratitud 
could only be equalled by the earnettnel 


with which they befought the blefling o 
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op on the work in which they were go- 
ing to engage. 

The two Gentlemeén now left this hap- 

y family, and walked to the Parfonage, 
vhere the evening was {pent ina manner 
ery edifying to Mr. Johnfon, who the 
next day took all proper meafures for put- 
ting the Shepherd in immediate pofleflion 
of his now comfortable habitation. Mr. 
Jenkins’s father-in-law, the worthy Gen- 
tleman who gave the Shepherd’s Wife the 
blankets, in the firft part of this hiftory, 
arrived at the Parfonage before Mr. John- 
fon left it, and aflifted in fitting up the 
Clerk’s Cottage. 

Mr. Johnfon took his leave, promifing 
to call on the worthy Minifter and his 
new Clerk once a year, in his Summer’s 
journey over the Plain, as long as it 
fhould pleafe Gon to {pare his life.-—We 
hope he will never fail to give us an ac- 
count of thefe vifits which we fhall be 
glad to lay before our readers, if they 
fhould contain inftruGion or amufement. 
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SORROWS or YAMBA; i 
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Nezro tYoman’s Lamentation. 
N St. Lucie’s diftant ifle, we 

“ Still with Afric’s love I burn; Sm 
Parted many a thoufand mile, e, 
Never, never to return. 
Come kinddeath! and give me reft, f. 
** Yamba has no friend but thee ; Py 
Thou canft eafe my throbbing breait, 
Thou canft fet the prifoner free. 
Down my cheeks the tears are dripping, a 
“ Broken is my heart with grief ; ‘ " 
Mangled my poor ficfh with whipping, J 
‘© Come kind death! and bring relief. Dr 
Born on Afric’s goldep coait, 
“© Once I was as bleft as you ; vie 
Parents tender I could boaft, 
“ Hufband dear, and children toe. m. 
Whity man he came from far, Kr: 
“6 Sailing o’er the flood, 
Who, with help of Britith tar, 
‘© Buys up human fleth and blood. & 
With the baby at my breaft, Bs. 
(Other two were ‘leeping by) 
In my hut I fat at reft, . : 


“ With no thought se danger nigh. 
From the bufh at even tide ’ 
* Ruth’d the fierce man-ftealing crew ; 
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Sei’ d the children, by my fide, 
“ Seiz’d the wretched Yamba too. 

Then for love of filthy gold, 

« Strait they bore me to the fea ; 


Naked on the platform lying, 


At the favage captain’s beck, 


Smack the cat about the deck, 

“ Anddn feorn they bid us dance. 
Tin r pafs the 

“ And did rol! my aching head ; 


At the break of morning light, 
} 


Happy, happy, there fhe lies ! 


Thou fhalc feel the Jafh no moree 
Thus full many a negro dies, 

“ Ere we reach the deftin’d fhore. 
Driven I:ke cattle to a fair, 

“« See, they fell us young and old ; 
mother too they tear, 

“ All for love of filthy wold. 


T was fold to m: affa hard 


“Bad antl finted was my food. 
Poor and wounded, faint and fick, 
“ AU expos’d to bi whips fcy, 

bids mc Co 


afs 
Ard am ear to die. 
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Cues me down a flave-fhip’s hold, 
‘* Where were hundreds ftow’d like me. 


“ Now we crofs the tumbling wave ; 
Shriekingy fickening, fainting, dying 


Deed of fhame Britons brave. 


« Now like brutes they make us pran 


My poor child was cold and dead. 


“ Some have maffas kind and good: 
And again my back was. fcarr’d, 
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Britifh laws fhali ne’er befriend me ; TBs ye 

“¢ They protec not flaves like me }” So 

Mourning thus my wretched {tate, Rnd 
(Ne’er may I forget the day) 
Once in dufk of evening late, hint 
Far from home I dar’d to ftray ; Bre 

Dared, alas! with impious hafte, ‘ow 
Towards the roaring fea to fly ; Gr 

Death itfelf Ilong’d to tafte, pow 
aH Long’d to caft me in and die. te Fic 
There I met upon the ftrand BNow 
Enghifh miffionary good, (Hi 
He had Bible book in hand, Tis: 
Which poor me no underftood. At 
ia Then he led me to his cot, But t 
H it Sooth’d and pity’d all my woe ; Th 
Wt Told me ’twas the chriftian’s lot et 1 
Much to fuffer here below. Sir 

I Told me then of God’s dear Son, Duly 
i (Strange and wond’rous is the flory By 
His What fad wrong to him was done, ord 
week Tho’ he was the Lord of glory. As 
i} | Told me too, like one who knew him, All 
ih (Can fuch love as this be true ?) Te 
How he dy’d for them that flew him, joy 
Died for wretched Yamba too. 
Mm Freely he bis mercy proffer’d but 
And to finners he was fent ; 
E’en to mafia pardon’s offer’d ; I'he 
hill O if maffa_weuld repent! Sti 
Wicked deed full many a time nd 
Sinful Yamba too hath done ; Th 
But She wails to God her crime ; Vhil 

But fhe trufts his only Son. — 0 
O ye flaves whom maffas beat, eate 

Ye are ftain’d with guilt within, Ce 
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\s ye hope for mercy fweet, 
So forgive your maffa’s fin. 


And with grief when finking low, 


Mark the road that Yamba trod ; 
hink how all her pain and woe 
Brought the captive home to God. 
‘ow let Yamba too adore 

Gracious heaven’s myfterious plan ; 
‘ow I'll count thy mercies o’er, 
‘Flowing thro’ the guilt of man. 
‘ow I'll blefs my cruel capture, 


(Hence I’ve known a Saviour’s name} 


Tis my grief is turn’d to rapture, 
And | half forget the blame. 
But tho’ here a convert rare 
Thanks her God for grace divine, 
et not man the glory fhare, 
Sinner, ftill the guilt is thine. 
Duly now babtiz’d am I 
By good miffionary man: 
ord, my nature purify 
As no outward water can! 
Il my former thoughts abhorr’d, 
Teach me_ now to pray and praife ; 
loy and glory in my Lord, 
Truft and ferve him all my days. 
ut tho’ death this hour may find me, 
Still with Afric’s love I burn, 
There Ive left a fpoufe behind me) 
Still to native land I turn, 
od when Yamba finks in death, 
This my lateft prayer fhail be, 
Vhile I yield my parting breath, 
O that Afric might be free. 
ale, ye Britith fons of murder! 
Ceafe froa forging Afric’s chain 
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Mock your Saviour’s name no further, 
Ceafe your favage lift of gain. 

Ye that boaft ** Ye rule the waves,” 
Bid no flave-fhip foil the fea, 

Ye that “ never will be slaves,” 
Bid poor Afric’s land be free. 

Where ye gave to war its birth, 
Where your traders fix’d their den, 

There go publifh ** Peace on earth,” 
Go proclaim * good will to men,” 

Where ye once have carried flaughter, 
Vice, and flavery, and fin; 

Seiz’d on hufband, wife, and danghter, 
Let the gofpel enter in. 

Thus where Yamba’s native home, 
Humble hut of rufhes ftood, 

Oh if there fhould chance to roam 
Some dear mifhionary good, 

Thou, in Afric’s diftant land, 
Still fhalt fee the man I tove ; 

oin him to the chriftian band, 

Guide his foul to realms above, 

There no fend again fhall fever 
Vhofe whom Ged hath Join’d and bist: 

There they dwell with him for ever, 
There t2e weary are at rest.” 
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‘PARABLE or, tHE LABOURERS, 


HE Kingdom of Heaven is compa- 
red by our Saviour to “ An house- 
“ holder which went out early in the morn- 
“ ing to hire labourers into bis vineyard. 
“ And again he went out about the third 
“ hour, and saw others standing idle in 
“ the market place, and said unto them, 
‘ Go ye also into the vineyard. And they 
‘went their way. Again be went out 
‘ about the sixth and ninth hour, and did 
‘likewise. And about the eleventh hour 
‘he went out and found others standing 
‘idle, and saith unto them, why stand 
‘ye bere all the day idle? They say unto 
‘him, because no man hath hired us. He 
‘saith unto them, go ye also into the 
‘gineyard, and whatsoever is right that 
shall ye receive.” 
By the Householder here {poken of our 
‘Paviour himifelf intended, and by the 
aborers hired into the vineyard " thofe 
berfons are meant who enter into his ler- 
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vice. Thefe Labourers are faid to be 


found standing idle in the market-place ; 


for the Gofpel finds men idle, that is, 
not employed in God’s fervice: they are 
working bufily enough perhaps for them. 
felves; for men will rife up early, and 
go to-bed late, for the fake of getting mo. 
ney, or following pleafure, but then their 
diligence is of a wrong kind; they are 
not diligent in the way of duty to thei 
Maker: they may be likened to a certai 
kind of fervants, who though they maj 
feem bufy, and may get from ignorant 
perfons fome credit for being fo, are ne 
verthelefs merely running on their ow 

errands, and doing their own work, fe 
that they are no better than idle in re 
{pet to the work which they ought to b 
doing for their Houfeholder, or Matter 
But when they become true Chriftians 
they are no longer like thofe idle fellow 
who are always fauntering about, wit 
their arms folded, in the Market-place 
pretending that they are in want of em 
ployment, no’ man having as yet hire 
them; but they may be compared now t 
a fet of Labourers in a vineyard, or gai 
den, who, whenever vou look ait the 

pre fure to be icen either digging, 
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planting, or watering, or doing in fhort 
whatever is moft wanted in the place 


where they are working: 


Intereft of the great Houfeholder, their 
Matter. 


We come now to another important 
point in the Parable. 
is faid to go out at different hours of the 
day to hire thefe fervants. ‘This fignifies 
that the light of Revelation was fent at 
different periods of the world to the dif- 
ferent people in it, and in particular to 
the Jews at one period, and the Gentile 
Nations at another. The Jews had been 
much offended at feeing Chrift addrefs 
himfelf to the Gentiles, who, as they 
thought, not having been called into the 
church, or Vineyard, of God at an early 
period of the world, ought not to be re- 
ceived at a latter hour. Our Saviour 
therefore makes ule of this Parable, or 
Story, as a convenient means of fhewing 
how unreafonable thefe Jewifh prejudices 
were. 


I mean here, however, to accommodate 
the Parable to the purpofe of fhewing in 


and they have © 
always an eye moreover to the Honor and © 


The Houfeholder 
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| in life is, and how donbtful alfo it may 


what manner the Gofpel often addrefles 
itfelf to men in different periods of life, 
calling one at an early age, and one ata 
much later, into the fame vineyard of 
Chrift. We are in no danger of erring 
exactly as the Jews did, by raifing objec- 
tions to Chrift’s calling the great body 
of the Gentile Nations into his church. 
We may be in great danger, however, 
of acting much in the fame fpirit with the 
Jews, and if we do fo, that fpirit is moft 
likely to fhew itfelf in our objeCting to 
extend the Privileges of the Gofpel to 
fome poor outcaits, or aged finners among 
ourfelves. 


Let us then here defcribe the cafe of 
feveral perfons whom we will fuppofe to 
engage in the Service of Chrift, fome at 


an earlier, and fome at a much later hour J ;} 
of life; and fince there are many, no [4 
doubt, who put of their repentance be- J,, 
caule they judge that it is always time J,, 
enough to repent, let us take {[pecial care J.) 
to fhew how much more melancholy their J ;, 
cafe will become through every year’s de- J 4}. 
lay ; not to mention, as we might largely | 9: 
’ do, how uncertain their very continuance | 9, 
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refles whether ifthey goonhardeningthem- 
life, felves more andmore, God willgive them 
at a Bhereafter that neceflary help of his Grace, 

d of Fvithout which, even if they live ever fo 

din long, they will have no heart to repent. 


body Ff Firft then I will put the cafe of one who : ; 
irch. brought to obey the Gofpelinthemorn- 
‘VCT, Hing of life, and is one of the youngeft of 
1 the Fine Labourers in our Lord’s Vineyard. 
molt fie fets out well, as I will fuppofe, and 
tO goes on well through all the following 
T to ftages of his life; even his moftearly pray- | 
Ong fers are not a mere matter of form, but 
they {pring out of a perfuafion already | 
| rifing up in his mind that he entirely de- 
e of pends on God, and needs the heip ot his | 
€ tO FHoly Spirit. It pleafes God, in anfwer | 
at his infant prayers, to firengthen this 
ont Pchild againft his early temptations, fo 
NO Bthat he does as Chrift commands, and q 
be- not as wicked children may require or § 
of him, Sucha child as this will 
Me [alfo be diligent in learning. his Book and fj 
fimproving his time, for he will be like 
de- ihe labouring men in the Vineyard fnoken 
ely | of in the Parable, and not like the idle 
Ace | ones in the market place. 


lay: 
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Now what a vat quantity of good may 
fuch a perfon be the means of doing in 
the courte of a long life on earth. Firf 
of allhe isa blefing to his young connec. 
tions and fchool fellows, for he will often 
reprove vice andirreligionin them, even 
though it fhould be much againft the mo- 
defty of his own natural “inclinations ; 
then he grows. up to be a bold witnefs 
for God in the face of all the gay and un- 
thinking young men or women among 
whom he is thrown in early life; next 
he proceeds to do good about the village 
or town where he is fettled: after this 
perhaps he marries, in confequence of 
which his wife, and all her connections, 
and his own offspring alfo have the advan- 
taze of obferving him; they remark his 
humble, candid, pious, and affectionate 
{fpirit, and his diligent and felf-denying 
life, and they profit both by his kind fer- 
vices and his example. Now too his in- 
come very probably increafes through 
his good character and induftry, and 
hence he is able to affift the poor, the fa- 
tnerleis, and widow, to pay for the 
infiruction of the ignorant; for he {pends 
little on himfelf: ‘ach no vices he has 
few wants; and his family being trained 
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9 religious habits, and preferved from 
he gay and expenfive culftoms of the 
vorld, have few wants alfo. Thus is 
sappinefs of allkindsfpread abroad. He 
xplains alfo, as he has opportunity, thole 
hriftian Do&trines which have led him 
nto this life of ufefulnefs, and is a great 
romoter of the Gofpel, fo that a little 
vorld of Chriftians is continually gather- 
ng together all around him, and even a 
ew generation is coming forward which 
hall, by-and-by, rife up and call him 
blefed. In the midft of this ufefulnefs, 
howerer, he ‘s very modetft and lowly, he 
gives God the praife of every good thing 
he does, and he is fincerely pained when 
flattering and inconfiderate people load 
him with their extravagant commendati- 
ons, for he fees a thoufand faults in him- 
elf, which he is much engaged in over- 
coming, though others perceive them not: 
he is confcious of neglecting many an 


opportunity of doing good, and: of failing ~ 


to fupprefs fulhciently many an evil 
thought, and though iome irreligious peo- 


ple may fancy that he already carries 
term it,. 


things too far as they abfurdly 


yet there is nothing of which he ts him.. 
felf mere fure than that he falls fhort in. 
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every duty, and efpecially in thofe thingghe e: 


of which they leait fee the importance, ] 
mean in zeal for religion, in the dutie 
of prayer and praife, and in all the feel 
ings and expreflions of gratitude to hi 
Creator and Redeemer. But while we 
are thus defcribing the amiable characte 
of a chriltian, let it be remarked alfo 
that he meets with various difhiculties 
and is expofed to not a few milreprefen. 
tations. His virtuous fingularity, for in. 
{tance, is confidered by fome, who do not 
underitand his principles, to be unnecel. 
fary precilenefs, and is thought to arile 
from a conceited or difobliging {pirit ; his 
courage in reproving vice, if unfuccesful, 
is called by thole whom he reproves im- 
pertinence; his activity in doing good 
is not leldom afcribed to forwardnels, 


“and even his extraordinary liberality is 


accounted for, by thofe who do not care 
to follow his example, by laying, that it 
is mere vanity, or lavifh imprudence; 
and, above all, his piety is aptto be 
thought by the impious and irreligious to 
be mere hypocrify, or at befi a poor piti- 
able fort of weaknefs. Thus then while 
the. chriftian has many peculiar hopes, and 
joys, and confolations on the one hand, 
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1 EXperiences many trials and hardfhips 
mn the other. Neverthelefs, he bears up 
nder them all; many of them indeed 
:ppear light to him in comparitfon of what 


hey feem to other men, and grow more 


mid more light as he becomes ufed to 
hem. He goes on therefore cheerful and 
ontented; he labours much, he fuffers 
nuch, he renounces much, he contends 
much in the caufe of Chrift, and he does 
his in every place to which he moves, in 
very changing fituation and circumiftance, 
and in every feafon of life through which 
he pafles, and now at laft after a long 
life, Death clofes in upon him; he looks 
with thankfulnefs back to what is palit, 
and with compofure to the important and 
decifiyehourthat is approaching : he trufts 
indeed not in himfelf but in a Saviour, for 
after all he is but “ an unprofitable ser- 
vant, having done no more than it was his 
duty to do,’ but he has much comfortable 
proof that his chriftian faith has not been 
a mere name, and he is able to take up 
the fame language with the apoftle, and 
to fay with a meafure of the fame confi- 
dence, “ I hav: fought the good fight, I 
“have finifhed my courfe, ] have kept 


“ the faith, henceforth there is laid up for 
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“ me acrownof righteoufnefs, which thé 
“ Lord the righteous Judge fhall give m 
“in the great day.”? then is one off p 
thofe, who, to borrow the phrafe in the is 
parable, may be faid to have “ borne th, 1 


“« whole burthen and heat of the day.” 


There is another clafs.of perfons wh + 
may now be {poken of as entering intd,, ; 
the vineyard of Chrift at a fomewhat lage 4 
ter hour; at the age as we will fuppote off)... 
five and twenty or thirty. Thefe hav@,,. 
idled away one precious feafon of life§),,, 
Alas! alfo it is to be feared that during). 
the heat and felf confidence of youth, theyh,;; 
nave done much evil, as well as negleclg,,, 
ed to do good. Perhaps it has allo hap§.., 
pened that they have already formed fomaly; ( 
rafh connection, and eitablifhed them}, 
felves on fome irreligious plan; but now); 
they repent; they break through all difh equ 
_culties ; they turn out of the path in which, 
they had been fetting off in life, and theyfh..: 
turn in to the vineyard of Chriit: theyfhe. 
become humble, diligent, and ufefulj,,, 
Chriflians; for even thefe allo give athe, 
good part at leaft of tieir health andhhe 
wtrength to the caufe of their Savicur, andlyo, 
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far idle, they become fellow labourers with 


thofe happier perfons already fpoken of. 
pyh But let us come to aclafs of perfons 
thé 


vho repent fomewhat later ftill; I mean 
xd ht the age of forty or fifty. How affe@- 
| ng is the condition of fuch perfons when 
t is well confidered! they now difcover 
hat they have been all their lives living, 
as it were to no purpofe; that the whole 
fthefe forty or fifty years has been idly 
hrown away, or if {pent in labour that it 
1as been mere labour in vain, for even 
hough they may have been diligent, yet 
hey may have been merely diligent in 
loing their own will and not the will of 
sol; they have been working in their 
wn vineyard and not in the vineyard 
i Chriit; they have been year aiter year 
ufhing their own fortune, building up 
heir own credit, exalting their own con- 
equence, indulging their own eafe, fol- 
owing their own pleafure, caring about 
1 theyfheir own intereft or family intereft, while 
theyfhe creat intereils of the kinzdom of Chritt 
ufefu ave been quite out of the queflion, now 
sive “Perefore they have to repent perhaps of 
1 very things they had been the motit 


of; they have alfo to refit many 
thug C | 
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finful habits which are become as it wer se 


a fecond nature ; they have to difentanjf, 
gle themielves from a multitude of irre, 
igious connections whole opinions hav@ly, 
hitherto ruled over them; they have t@,, 
unteach even their own children man ly 3 
a falfe principle which they Aad taugh ing 
them: with many a weary and paint 
{tep they have to meafure back the whol@ic, 
ground which they have been treadinghy, 
and they have to undo, as it were, everfhp, 
thing which for fifty years they have beeficy, 
doing. When more than half of life 

over, they have to enter upon the worl 

which they were fent into the world thh,, 
do: but at length poy hire themfelvefi., 
into the vineyard of Chrift, and he refi... 
ceives them though it is the ninth hourflin 
and now they hufband well their tim@;, 
and begin to be fruitful in every goofy. 
work; and wnatever they do they do agg, 
to the glory of God: they perform wh acts 
he commands, and fimply becaufe Mor 
commands it: they become a part of thi, 
church of Chrift,and are numbered de, 
tue labourers in his vineyard. tal 
tha 
But if the cafe of fuch as were laft {pq qi 
ken of is aflecting, what fhall be faid 
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hofe aged perfons whom it ftill remains 
or us to defcribe ! Some there are (but, 
las! it is to be feared that it is the cafe 


han feventy years old, repent and be- 
ome the fervants of Chrift! When fearce- 
ly an hour of life remains, when the even- 
ing is clofing in and “ the night cometh 
when no man can work,” then it pleafes 
God to fend his grace poflibly to a few of 
thefe alfo, and they go for the fhort hour 
that remains into the fame vineyard of 
Chrift. 


How mournful is the view which wé 
have now to take of fuch an aged finner’s 
condition. Here is a perfon the whole 
term of whole earthly exiftence (one poor 
uncertain hour excepted) has been {pent 
in a finful courfe. Where are then the 
merits which he will have to plead before 
God? where are his works of faith, his 
acts of worfhip, or labours of love ? Inftead 
of thefe, methinks I fee a thoufand fins 
rifling up each of which is fufficient to con- 
demn him. Let us run over the woeful 
tale of his wicked life, and as before we 
thought fit to defcribe an eminent and 
diltinguifhed Chriftian, fo now by way of 
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macing the difference more particularly 
ftriking 1 d he pict f 
AW riking let us draw the picture oF one, 


4, who though no thief or murderer, and 
i. +‘ therefore not accounted one of the mot 
‘ad abandoned of mankind, yet is lying un. 
dera load much more than ordinary guilt. 
i Thofe perfons indeed who feel themfelves 
guilty of any part of the crimes we {hall 


enumerate, fhould take their fhare of the 
Hi reproof, and if they have not repented, fo 
as _to enter into the vineyard of Chrift, 
a _ they fhould remember, that though they 


if may be criminals of a fmaller fize, yet 
they are {till remaining under condem. 


nation, 

Hey Toa perverfe and difobedient child- 

i hood has fucceeded (as we will fuppolet 
1 | inthe cafe of the perfof we are {peaking 

\ ia o:) a wild and vitious youth, and then 

Hl. a proud and ambitious manhood, and at- 


| ter this a fretful or covetous old age. In 
the courfe of his long life many tempta- 
tions have broken in upon him, and by 
turns he has yielded to them all. Many 
different fituations have been filled by 
him, and in each, as he now fees, he 
has either neglected or betrayed his trutt. 
He has been a negligent and bad father, 
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an unteafonable, nay, fecretly alfo an un- 
faithful hufband, a carelefs inattentive 
brother, a hollow, flattering and defign- 
ing friend ; perhaps alfo a mean time fer- 
ving elector, and evena mifchievious 
common acquaintance. Do you alk what 
has been the turn of his common conver- 
fation ? inftead of being pious, ufeful, be- 
nevolent candid and fincere, it has at one 
time been proud and paflionate, at ano- 
ther vain and flourifhing, at another flan- 
derous and revengeful; now again it has 
been felfifh, crafty and diffembling, of- 
ten alfo daringly impious and profane, 
and not feldom exceedingly polluting 
and impure. Do you afk what have been 
the finful deeds he has done? O what a 
dreadful variety has there been in them! 
At one time he has been trying to over- 
reach his fellow trader, at another he has 
been endeavouring to feduce fome unhap- 

py maiden; at one time he is feen quar- 
relling with his neighbour; at another he 
falls out with one of his own family, af- 
ter which he grows mad with every one 
around him, and at laf equally mad and J 
out of humour with himifelf. At one time § 


he is buying fmuggled-goods, or he is§ 
craftily underrating his house in order} 
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that he may avoid paying his juft propor. 
tion of taxes, at another he is oppofing 
fome plan of inftruction for the ignorant, 
or of neceflary relief for the poor. He 
has been felfifh, griping and avaricious 
on all occafions, and what he has faved 
or gained by oppreilion and fraud he has 
{pent on his profligacy: He has got drunk 
with the money which he has acquired 
by difhonefty, and he has paid for his de- 
bauchery at night by the fum which he 
has contrived in the morning to keep 
back from the poor, At the fame time 
he has been turbulent, faétious and com- 
plaining, always talking of what is amils 
in others, and very fudden and fevere in 
judging them, but very proud and con- 
fident of himfelf, difdaining even the 

{malleft blame. Would you get into fa. 
vour with him you mutt flatter him at 
every word: and you will pleafe him bett 
by doing it grofsly and to his face, for 
he is quite ufed to praife; he has long 
lived among thofe who lock up to him as 
their patron, or gape at him as their prin- 
cipal wit, or glory i in him as their chief 
foneiter, pofibly as the chairman of their 
drinking ciub, and as their merry lead- 
€i 12 lebauchery, 
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To all thefe fins he adds that of being 
the decided enemy of every religious 
man. Is the Gofpel preached at his very 
door? He ftands in the front rank of its 
enemies: He denies its eficacy, makesa 
joke of its doétrines, reviles its follow- 
ers, and is the avowed hinderer of its 
progre({s. 
him, and therefore it is no wonder that 
he is againft Chriftianity. Hence it is 
that the religion of every man around him, 
however pure and excellent, if it is but 
zealous and fervent, is declared without 
diftinétion to be mere hypocrify, enthu- 
fiafm bigotry and cant. 


But let us look a little alfo to the vari- 
ous consequences of his life of fin: here 
however we are again in danger of being 


loft in the vaftnefs of the fubje@t. Who 


can trace a thoufandth part of the miferies 
which have arifen even from one fingle 
fource, I mean from the levity and incon- 
fideration which have made one leading 
feature in his character? Who can cal- 
culate the effects, of all thofe evil princi- 
ples which he has fcattered at random, 
reaching even to diftant places and gen- 


Chriftianity indeed is 
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which he may have caufed even in one 
of his light convivial hours? View the 
infcription on that grave ftone which i 
now almoft overgrown with thorns. Ah! 
’tis the name of an old companion, an 
ale houfe friend, who once was ufed to 
fing with him in one joyful chorus “ the 
“ praises of the flowing bowl,’ and who 
thus was encouraged in thofe habits of in. 
temperance which led to that untimely 
grave. Let us open one other fource of 
no lefs painful reflection. Behold that mi. 
ferable female, once the gay partner ol 
his guilty pleafures, whom if he has not 
been the firit to feduce, he has at leat 
carried on and confirmed in a life of fin, 
and whom he has left afterwards to fink 
in want, to grow loathfome through dil- 
eafe, and to become a nuifance to the 
village or the town; he has helped 'to ru- 
in but not .to deliver her; he has foon 
left her to the tender mercies of fome o 
her own fex, as hardened as herfelf, 2- 
mong whom fhe has funk, and groaned 
and died. Which way then, I fay, fha! 
this aged finner turn his eyes? Iver 
{cene, every place, every month and day 


of his life which he can call back to re: 


membrance reminds him of fome fin 
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Shall he look to fome of his more repu- 
table actions? Alas! even when his con- 
has been molt creditable, his motives 
have beenunchriltian andimpure. “ ‘True, 
I have had fome charatter,” he now fays 
to himfelf, “ but I have had no title to it. 
Men have not known me, or if a few have 
known me and yet praifed me, they have 
praifed me becaufe they have wanted to 
carry fome point of their own by pleaf- 
ing me; nay, my companions have even 
praifed me for what was evil, for the 
fame people feem now methinks to blame 
me in proportion as they difcern any 
thing in me that is good.”? ‘Thus the re- 
collection of the applaufes he ufed to re- 
ceive from thefe wicked men is become 
one aggravation of his pain. 

But fhall he look to his more innocent 
and early years? Alas! the review of 
his infancy only ferves to remind him 
how naturally and how foon he went a- 
itray ; ; how foon *“ he forfook the guide 
of his youth and forgot the covenant of 
chufing a way ofhis own 
“ devifing,’ a way which feemed right 
in his own eyes,”’ but the end thereof 
as he now fees would have been deftruc- 
tion, ‘Thus if he looks backward all is 
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wet. 
mifery, and horror, and defpair. Shall 
he then look forward and comfort himfelf 
by thinking how effectually he will repair 
all the evil he has done? But how fhali 
he now repair it? Of thofe whom he has 
corrupted many are dead, and of the fur- 
vivors very few can be found. Go then 
and bring thefe few back to God. Alas! 
one will mock, another will diflemble, a 
third will defpife. Go try to reclaim even 
the children of thine own Joins, who are 
all trained through thy means in an evil 
courfe. Nay, even thefe alfo will fcoff 
at thy rebuke, and fay, “ Our old father 
is grown troublefome and peevifh through 
age, he is turned religious only becaufe 
he has juft done with this life, and has 
got one, foot in the grave.’’ 


What then, I fay, can this aged fin- 
ner do to remedy the evils he has caufed! 
he can only abhor himfelf for what is pal- 
fed, and repent fincerely of all that he 
has done. See him at length abhorring 
himfelf, and “ repenting in duft and 
- afhes.?? See him retiring to his chamber, 
and, for the firft time, communing feri- 
oufly with his own heart. See him re- 
viewing the whole of his paft life, from 
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the. firft dawn of reafon to the prefent 
hour, endeavouring to furvey with exact- 
nefs his thoughts words and actions, and 
all his moft fecret practices, intentions, 
and inclinations. See him meditating 
alfo on his numberlefs omiffions, taking 
the Law of God for his Rule, and eae | 
ning for the firft time, to difcover what 
manner of Perfon he has been. How 
does he ftand amazed at his own former 
ftupidity and blindnefs, and hardnefs of 
heart, and how aftonifhed alfo at the pa- 
tience of God which has fo long borne 
with him! and now his heart relents, the 
tears of penitential forrow begin to flow. 
The Lion aifo is changed into a Lamb, 
and the fame Perfon who before might 
have been compared to the Woman in 
the Gofpel, ** out of whom there went 


Seven Devils,” orto “ Saul when breath- |/fy, 
be 
likened to the Magdalen weeping at the. 
feet of Jefus, or to Paul trembling and a- 
and crying out as he lay on) 
the ground * Lerd what wouldit thou have. 
me to do,’”? or to the fame Paul when it | 
was afterwards faid of him “ behold he!) 


ing fury and flaughter,” may now 


ftonifhed, 


prayeth With trembling limbs, and 
with a body bowed down age behold 
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fanétity ; but in truth he is no hypocrite. 


then this Repenting Sinner walking to 
that Public Worfhip which he had fo long 
neglected; with weak and failing eyes 
he opens the Scripture; at the age of fe- 
venty he begins to inquire with child- 
like fimplicity into the nature of the Gof. 
pel, and knowing how fhort his time is 
he makes hafte to obey it. And now 
perhaps his old companions deride him, 


- for as he once fneered at others who were 


religious, and called them all hypocrites, 
fo he is now fneered at, and called a 


hypocrite in his turn: he becomes the 


{coil of the drunkards, and the merry jett’s 
of the profane; and they that “ Sit inthe 


_ Gate make Songs ofhim.’? Now alfo the 


very fins of his youth, which had been 
{carcely mentioned before, are brought 
forward by his former favourites and 


friends as prefent evidence againft him ; 
his crimes are even aggravated, and all 
blazed abroad: but it is one proof of his 
-fincerity, that eventhefe cutting reproach- 
= es do not fhake him from his purpofe, nor 
® induce him to turn back to his old com- 
-panions. No; they may laugh; they 


may fmile at what they cail his pretended 
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| for the future in newnefs of life. 


“« The tear that drops upon his Bible is 


“ inceré.”’ 

He is difpofed to doubt indeed for a 
time his own fincerity, for his guilt is fo 
ereat, and the Bleffings of the Gofpel in- 
cluding as they do the gift of Eternal Life, 
appear fo large in his eyes, that he can- 
not at once raife his hopes fo high. His 
lincerity is proved however by his pro. 
ceeding to repair, as far as he has oppor- 
tunity, each evil that he has done: by 
his mourning over what he cannot cure, 
and by the determination of his mind, 
through the help of Divine Grace, to walk 
In fhort 
he feels that if his life were prolonged a 
thoufand years, and youth and health 
were reftored to him, he fhould chufe to 
{pend his ftreneth and the utmoft length 
of his days in the fervice of the fame maf- 
terand to be aLabourer in the fame Vine- 
yard. 


But here methinks fome objeGtor rifes 
up and fays, ‘“* What then fhall this man 
“ be accepted of God like him who has 
“ been moral and orderly all his days, or 
“ like the rerion you mention 
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We fhall now anfwer this obje€tion by 
proceeding with the Parable. 


The Jews are there reprefented as 
murmuring against the good man of the 
house, on account of his rewarding the 
more late and early labourers, the ancient 
Jews and the newly converted Gentiles, 
by “ giving each of them a penny, saying, 

‘ these last have wrought but one hour, 
“and thou bast made them to equal us who 
“ have borne the whole buriben and heat 
“ of the day. But he answered one of 
“ them, and said, Friend I do thee no 
“ wrong, didst thou not agree with me for 
“a penny ? Take that thine is and go thy 
“ way, Lwill give unio this last even as 
“ unto thee. Ls it not lawful for me to do 
“ what Lwill with my own? It was no 
injury to the jews that the poor Gentiles 
were admitted, though at a later hour, 
into the Church, and the Jews had there- 
fore no right to complain; on the con- 
trary they ought to lave rejoiced at it. 
In like manner it can be no injury to 
thofe among us, who may have ferved 
Chrift from our youth, that any poor out- 
caft fhould be admitted to the fame Chril- 
tian Privileges with eurfelves, and we 
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alfo ought to rejoice as the angels of God 
are faid to do over one finner that repent- 
eth. Again it may be remarked, that e- 
ven the firft calling of the Jews arofe not 
from any fuperior merit in them, but 
from the fovereign goodnefs of God; and 
furely therefore it was moft unreafonable 
in thofe people to complain of God’s ex- 
tending the fame mercy to the Gentiles. 
Much in the fame manner it may be re- 
marked, in refpect to the prefent day, 
that the falvation even of the beft of men 
ariles not from any merit of their own, 
but merely from God’s free mercy in 
Chrift, and furely therefore one pardon- 
ed inner among us ought not to complain 
of the extenfion of the fame pardon to 
another. 


But the Parable in the two Iaft verfes 
of it proceeds a ftep further, for itis there 
added by our Saviour, ‘ zs thine eye evil 
“ because mine is good 2” which is as if 
he faid, “ What do you take offence 
then at my being fo merciful? Does it 
provoke your avy to fee a vile Gentile 
called at. the eleventh hour and made e- 
dual to yourfelves who profefs to 
have been the people of God from the 
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beginning, and to have borne the whole 
burthen and heat of the day? Some 
very awful words are then added, where. 
in it is implied, that they who were rea. 
Be cy to make this objection, brought there. 
» by their own religious character into fuf- 
picion, and that thefe very Penitents of 
the eleventh hour, whom they now pre- 
prefumed to defpife, fhould hereafter 
even take place above them, for it is faid, 
“© So the first shall be last and the last 
“first, for many are called but few cho- 
sen." 


There are many perfons who bear the 
Chriftian name, andare called into Chriit’s 
vifible church on earth, but it ts only a 
few comparatively that are chofen, and 
fhall enter into Heaven. Nay, it may 
be added, that many even of thote who 
pals for regular Chriftians from their 
youth are no more than nominal difciples, 
while there are others who for atime make 
no pretence to religion, who at lalt ac- 
knowledge their wickednefs and repent 
of it and are faved. 


A certain man, faid Chrift on another 
occation, bad two sens, and be said te tae 
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ole rst, son, go work to-day in my vineyard, 
me End he said, Igo, sir; (that is he pre- 
-re- Hended to be one of the labourers in the 
‘€a- Bineyard from the very firft) be went not, 
-re- Me never went into it at all either firft or 
ful. Bit. “ And he said to the second likewise, 
| Of End he answered, I go not, but afterwards 
ore. He repented. and went. Now which of 
fter Bhese twain did the will of his father ? 
aid, Meader which of the two following per- 
fast Hons think you is the true fervant of 
? he who thinks proper to call 
imfelf a Chriftian, is poflibly thought 

uch by thofe around him even from his 

the Birth, who has been regularly baptized, 
il’s Bho alfo like the Jews of old has attended 
ly affatedly on the ceremonies of religious 
anéfrorfhip, and perhaps has even like the 
nay PPharifees contrived to wafh the outfide 
who lean, and to keep clear of grofs immo- 
heir alities, but is no true labourer neverthe- 
les, Befs in the vineyard of Chrift, who is not 
ake Br all like the religious perfon whom we 
aC- Bo fully defcribed—or he who not even 
ent Hrofefling for a time any regard to Chritt, 
Peartily repents however either at the 
hird, or fixth, or ninth, or eleventh 

ther our, and then goes in the manner that 
 fCAvas afterwards {poken of to labour in his 
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the aflemb!ed world, 


ye 


vineyard? Which I say of these twah ns 
does the will of his father ? diff 
| a 


Many, faith our Saviour, that are firsih°C? 


shall be last and the last first. Thefe pice 
words appear to be a prophecy of our nd 
Judge which relates to the great day of 
Judgment. Then many a popular but pat 
irreligious character, many a one who nic 
has been praifed to the ftars in this igno. pei 
rant and misjudging world, and whofe pall 
fuppofed virtue have both deceived him. ord 
felf, and dazzled all around him, {hall fink at 
at once into everlafting fhame and dif- v08¢ 
grace, while many a poor defpifed, yet 
repenting finner fhall come forward and 
receive his crown of glory. Oh! what 
a wonderful change in many of the ap- 
pearances which we now fee fhall we 
witnefs on the day of judgment! Let us 
not fail to remark that then alfo many 
falfe though flaming profeffor of the gol- 
pel, many a vain, forward, and conceite¢ 
teacher, many a felf-confident enthufialt 
and many a narrow minded and fiery big 
got, who has fpent his life in little elle 
than in judging and condemning others 
fhall be brought forward in the face o! 
and fhall receiv@_ 
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jis own condemnation. ‘Then alfo many 
difident and trembling believer and ma- 
yy a meek and lowly Chriftian, who has 


been labouring with little noife in fome 


bfcure corner of his Lord’s vineyard, 
nd on whom the bigots not feeing him 
mong their party, have prefumptuoufly 


alt damnation, fhall take that prize 


hich has been denied to thofe who fet 
hemfelves up as judges over him, and 
nall be bid to enter into the joy of his 
ord. So the first shall be last, and the 


st first, for many are called but few 
hoscn. 


FINIS., 


waln Al 

first 
Phefe | 
our | 
ay 7 
1 and — 
what | 
l we | 

gol- | 
afiatt 
ij 
. 

hers | 


HORSE RACE: 


OR 


The Pleasures of the Course. 


H E horfes run, the chaifes fly, 
What noife in every place ! 
Pray come, my friend and let us fee 
‘he pleafures of a race. 
What numbers now are trudging on! 
Obferve how quick their pace ? 
On‘foot, on horfe, in chaife and coachy 
All haftening to the race. 
Remark how many huts and booths, 
In every part we trace ; 
For felling brandy, beer, and gin, 
To thofe who fee the race. 
W hat numbers fpend their money here, 
_.And health and foul unbrace ; 
And rob their families of bread, 
To fpend it at the race. 
That gentleman, fo richly drefs’d, 
Whofe well fed horfe now neighs : 
His fortune fpends to train and fit 
His nags to win the race. 
Thofe farmer’s wives and daughters gay, 
Who canter, trot, and pace ; | 
Have rais’d their butter, eggs, and cheefe, 
To drefs and fee the race. 
That poor old wretch, who f{prawling lies, 
And makes fuch odd grimace : 
She in a barrow carries fruit 
To revel, fair, and race. 
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but by ill luck, a one-horfe chair, 
Which went a {winging pace. 
This poor old woman overtook, 
As fhe went to the race, 
he driver faw fhe try’d in vain 
Her barrow to replace ; 
fo her and barrow overfet, 
And prefs towards the race. 
Now apples, nuts, and pears lay ftrew’d, 
A fcramble then took place, 
Between the idle girls and boys, 
Who came to fee the race. 
Phit boy, who, runs along fo faft, 
jis mafter difobeys ; 
All work and duty quite forgot, 
So he can fee the race. 
That mother who fhould be at home, 
Fler idle turn betrays ; “ie 
With two young infants in her-arms, 
she goes to tee the race. 
The people now to yonder flands, 
All flock to get a place ; 
And all impatient are to fee 
This long expected race. 
The horfes ftart, the fport begins, 
And all with rapture gaze; 
The Jockies in their party drefs, 
With joy begin the race. 
Each panting horfe with labour ftrives, 
The, others to outpace ; 
The knowing-ones begin to bet, 
And wager onthe race. 
But how it rains! how black the clouds! 
‘he heavens fhower down apace ; 
All run and fcamper, wet to fkin, 
Whio came to fee the race, 
aueans that crath ? what mean-thofe fereams? 
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That buftle and amaze? 

I fear yon crowded ftand is fall’n, 
The-latgeft at the race. 

Alas! ’tis fo. Confufion dire 
Appears in every face ; 

And all lament, and join to with, 
They neer had feen the race. 
Now broken limbs, and bruifes fad, 
Are feen throughout the place ; 

And numbers from the itand are dragg’d, 
But not to fee the race. 
Amidft the hurry which enfues, 
A pick-pocket conveys 
A farmer’s watch and purfe away, 
Who-came to fee the race. 
Now as they go dripping home, 
What rapture to retrace, 
‘Their time, and health, and money loft ! 
* Such joys attend a race. 
How many a harmlefs child is brought. 
To mis’ry and difgrace, 
‘Becaufe the parents drink and game, 
And goto every race. 
Then fince our time is but a fpan, 
Our life fo fhort a {pace ; 
‘Tis better lead a fober life, 
While here we run our race. 
Then will our cheesful days roll on, 
In fweet content and peace; 
And better bleffings wait us ftill, 
When’er—wE END OUR RACE. 
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PLOUGH-BOY’s DREAM. 


AM a plough-boy ftout and ftrong, 
As ever drove a team ; 
nd three years fince afleep in bed 
Thad a dreadful dream : 
nd, as that dream has done me good, 
I’ve got it putin rhime ; 
hat other boys may read and fing 
My dream when they have time. 
ethought I drove my mafter’s team, 
With Dobbin, Ball, and Star ; 
efore a {tiff and handy plough, 
As all my mafter’s are : 
ut found the ground was bak’d fo hard, 
And more like brick than clay, 
could not cut my furrow clean, 
Nor would my beafts obey. 
he more I whipt, and lafh’d, and fwore 
The Iefs my cattle ftirr’d ; 
obbin laid down, and Ball, and Star 
They kick’d and fnorted hard : 
hen lo! above mea bright youth 
Did feem to hang in air, 
ith purple wings and golden wand, 
As Angels painted are. 
ive over, cruel wretch, he cry’d, 


“ Nor thus thy beafts abufe ; 
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Think, if the ground was not to pare, 
Would they their work refufe ? 

** Befides I heard thee curfe and {wear, 
“© As if dumb beafts could know 

«© ‘What all thy oaths aad curfes meant, 
“ Or better for them go. 

But tho’ they know not, there is One, 
‘© Who knows thy fins full well, 

“ And what fhall be thy after doom, 
Another fhall thee tell.” 


~ No more he faid, but light as air 


He vanifh’d from my figlit ; 

And with him went the fun’s bright beams, 
And all was dark midnight. 

The thunder roar’d from under ground, 
The earth it feem’d to gape ; 


Blue flames broke forth, and in thofe flames 


A dire gigantic fhape. 
Soon fhall I call thee mine,” it cry’d, 
With voice fo dread and deep, 


‘That quiv’ring like an afpen leaf, 


I waken’d from my fleep. 
And tho’ I found it but a dream, 
If left upon my mind | 
That dread of fin, that fear of God, 
Which all fhould with to find ; 
For fince that hour I’ve never dar’d, 
To ufe my cattle ill, 


And ever fear’d to curfe and fwear, 


And hope to do fo ftill. 

Now ponder well ye plough-boys alt 
The dream that I have told ; ° 

And if it works fuch ~nange in you, 
“Lis worth it’s weight in 1 gold ; 

For fhould you think “jt falfe or true, 
It matters not one pin, 

Tf you but deeds of mercy fhew, 

And keep your foul froin iin. 
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